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REACH Academy Charter School ARP-Esser Plan
American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief (ESSER) II Formula
Fund Grant The U.S. Department of Education requires each school division that receives ARP ESSER II funds to
submit a plan that describes how it will use the funds. This plan is published to the REACH Academy Charter
School’s website.

Section I: Introduction
The purpose of the American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief
(ESSER) II Fund is to help safely reopen and sustain the safe operation of schools and address the impact of
COVID-19 on the nation’s students by addressing students’ academic, social, emotional, and mental health needs.
REACH Academy Charter School has been awarded $1,485,017.00 in ESSER II funds. This plan describes how
the awarded funds will be used. Questions about this plan should be directed to Mrs. Linda Marszalek, Head of
School at 716-248-1485 or by email at lmarszalek@reachacademycharter.org. The primary goal of this plan is to
continue to offer in-person instruction for all students in alignment with guidelines and recommendations from the
Centers of Disease Control and Prevention, the Governor of New York State Kathy Hochul, the NY Department
of Health, and the NYS Department of Education. Full-time in person learning begin August 30, 2021, for all K-5
Scholars. Instructional staff will focus on providing an engaging instructional experience that mirrors learning
prior to the pandemic.

Section 2: Prevention and Mitigation Strategies
ARP Act ESSER III funds may be used to implement prevention and mitigation strategies that are, to the greatest
extent practicable, consistent with the most recent Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) guidance
and the New York State Guidance on reopening schools, in order to continuously and safely open and operate
schools for in-person learning. REACH Academy Charter School will use its ARP Act ESSER II funds to
implement prevention and mitigation strategies as described as follows. ARP-ESSER II funds will be used to
provide additional classroom and instructional staff. Along with the need to re-purpose classroom space,
additional teachers are included to reduce class sizes to allow for social distancing and address students’ academic
and social emotional needs. Funds will be allocated to provide for additional cleaning and sanitation supplies and
to address indoor air quality concerns.

Section 3: Addressing Learning
Section 2001(e)(1) of the ARP Act requires each LEA to use twenty percent of its formula funds to address the
academic impact of lost instructional time (learning loss) through the implementation of evidence-based
interventions, such as summer learning or summer enrichment, extended day, comprehensive afterschool
programs, or extended school year programs. REACH Academy will use approximately $297,003.40 of its ARP
Act ESSER II funds to add additional staff to address learning loss, students’ academic and social emotional

needs, reduced class size ratios for more individualized instruction, and provide additional interventionists and an
expanded summer school program. Schools will be provided additional funding for instructional materials to
target key areas across content areas. For example, because Math has been identified as one of the highest areas of
learning loss, REACH may devote ESSER II funds to purchase materials and manipulatives that teachers can use
to provide differentiated instruction based on students’ needs. Additionally, REACH teachers will continue using
collaborative teacher teams to inform instructional planning and content delivery. Math coaches and math content
interventionists will also support this work during collaborative PLC/grade level meetings and provide coaching
and direct support in the classrooms. Similarly, additional literacy instructional materials will be provided to
support small group instruction paired with professional learning and support from reading specialists, literacy
coaches and The Director of Instruction.

Section 4: Other Uses of Funds
Section 2001(e) of the ARP Act permits schools to use the ARP Act ESSER II funding not reserved to address
unfinished learning to address the impacts of COVID-19 in a variety of ways. REACH Academy Charter School
will use approximately $1,485,017 of its ARP Act ESSER II funds in accordance with Section 2001(e) of the ARP
Act as described below. Funds will be utilized to continue funding for personnel hired under ESSER II including
school counselors, funding of general education and special education teachers and aides, and a number of
academic and behavioral coaches and interventionists. REACH may also use funding provided for instructional
materials to target key areas in different subject areas.

Section 5: Addressing Students’ Academic, Social, Emotional, and Mental Health Needs
REACH Academy serves a diverse community of learners with a myriad of needs and abilities. The population
includes students from low-income homes, children with disabilities, English learners, racial and ethnic
minorities, students experiencing homelessness, and children in foster care. While the pandemic has been difficult
for all students, some of REACH’s most fragile young people and their families have suffered greatly. REACH
has set aside funds from ESSER II to provide additional school counselors to assist struggling students.

Section 6: Consultation with Stakeholders and Opportunity for Public Comment In developing the ARP
ESSER Plan:
REACH Academy Charter School sought input from employees, building administrators, instructional and
support staff, students, families and the general public when developing the ARP ESSER II spending plan.
Stakeholders provided their thoughts on school priorities related to learning loss and the unique academic and
emotional needs of students brought on by COVID-19. Surveys, Town Hall and Family Council meetings were
held to discuss and plan for use of ESSER II funds.

Section 7: Making the Plan Available to the Public
REACH Academy Charter School is making this plan available to the public by:
• Posting the plan on the school website, www.reachacademycharter.org
• Presenting an overview of the plan at numerous meetings including Town Hall, Family Council and Board of
Trustees meetings
• Providing Spanish translations of the plan and printed translations upon request

